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Cures Within Reach 

“Imagine if a drug used to treat one disease could be repurposed to treat your 
disease?”  This is the question asked by Cures Within Reach, a 501(c)(3) whose 
mission is to get treatments to patients diagnosed with unsolved diseases faster, 
through the science of repurposing.  As a result of its efforts, 46 diseases have 
been researched to date, more than 80 repurposing projects have been funded at 
nearly 50 institutions and the organization can proudly proclaim that, with its sup-
port, 13 diseases have been improved so far.   
 
Cures Within Reach is dedicated to medical repurposing as a way to improve pa-

tient quality and length of life.  When describing its mission, its website says it best: 
Alleviating suffering and bringing hope to those dealing with life-threatening illnesses; Challenging research institutions 
to support alternative approaches for research and funding that may lead to medical breakthroughs; Inspiring and fund-
ing researchers with innovative ideas that might otherwise remain unexplored; Honoring donors’ unique motivation to 
have an impact on the pursuit of treatments and cures. 
 
At this point, you may be asking, “what is repurposing?”  It’s the same question I asked Barbara Goodman, President 
and COO, in a phone interview.  What she said completely blew my mind.  Essentially repurposing is taking a drug that 
has been approved by the FDA for a specific disease or “indication” and using it to treat another indication as well.  To 
break it down a little more, she explained the difference between “on-label” and “off-label” drugs.  On-label drugs refer 
to drugs that the FDA has deemed safe and effective for the treatment of a specific illness or indication.  Off-label is 
when that same drug could be prescribed by a doctor to treat other illnesses (or indications other than the one ap-
proved by the FDA).  
 
Barbara explains that this happens far more than we, the everyday consumer, realizes.  Heard of Botox?  That drug was 
first approved by the FDA for neurological disorders of the eye.  Doctors later saw its interesting side effects – and the 
rest is history.  Doctors who stay abreast of the latest clinical trial results by reading published results in reputable 
sources or attending conferences will often come across ways researchers and other physicians are using drugs aimed at 
one illness to have positive effects on other illnesses as well.  Therefore, when working with a patient who isn’t re-
sponding well to an on-label medication, the physician may try an off-label drug to see if the patient sees positive results 
similar to the ones read about in the published studies. 
 
Cures Within Reach supports these efforts by fundraising to support its grant making to researchers and awards to 
startups who are interested in clinically validating 
(testing in humans) the use of repurposed treat-
ments to impact patients with unmet medical 
needs.  The organization is constantly seeking those 
interested in giving funds to support clinical re-
search focused on repurposing.  Donors (whether 
individuals, family offices, or foundations) can work 
with Cures Within Reach to customize to their inter-
ests – such as funding a specific rare disease or a 
geographic region or even one specific institution.  
Let’s say you lost someone to brain cancer.  You 
could give a large donation (usually $10,000 mini-
mum) and specify it must go towards repurposing 
for brain cancer. 
 



The power in this concept is two-fold.  One, individuals and corporations can 
give money with as narrow or as wide of parameters as they wish.  It allows 
for ownership and control – in a positive way.  Meaning, the donor can really 
feel the satisfaction in helping solve a specific problem that is important to 
him or her in a faster and more direct way to patients than general research.  
Second, it gives the donor the power to know he/she did “more.”  We all tend 
to give to the organizations that are the most recognized.  These organiza-
tions, of course, serve a great purpose and are needed.  But when a donor 
gives to Cures Within Reach, he/she can see the result and impact of the do-
nation. 
 
Barbara noted that the organization is disease-agnostic.  It usually doesn’t 
matter the disease area, how common or rare it is, who it affects or the levels 
of research advancement.  The repurposing focus can be whatever disease 
area is of interest to a donor.  With its funding partners’ direction, Cures Within Reach has searched for projects to impact pa-
tients with a specific disease (rare or common), a broad category of disease (i.e. blood cancer) and even a geographic area (any 
project from a Chicago-based institution).  Again, it can honor a donor’s passion.  In addition, Cures Within Reach projects can use 
drugs, medical devices, diagnostics, nutraceuticals and even combination products.  Quite literally, the sky is the limit with what 
they can and are willing to do. 
 
Cures Within Reach finds its projects through its platform, CureAccelerator®.  CureAccelerator was launched in 2015 as the 
world’s first interactive, online platform dedicated to repurposing research.  Its claim to fame is speed, meaning faster and more 
direct connection.  Through the platform, researchers, funders, industry, disease and patient groups – and even patients them-
selves - have immediate access to an entire world of likeminded individuals all trying to solve similar issues through repurposing.   
 
Once funding to support a research project is received, Cures Within Reach publishes the funding opportunity Request for Pro-
posals on CureAccelerator.  Researchers and physicians can post their repurposing ideas to apply for this funding to further their 
research.  Submitted ideas are reviewed, scored and prioritized by a volunteer external grant committee to narrow the proposals 
down to an even smaller group, who are invited to submit a full grant application.  After another round of reviews by the com-
mittee, grants will be approved for funding.  
 
One might ask how did the organization get started or who else is focusing on repurposing.  Started as a small family foundation, 
Goldman Philanthropic Partnerships (GPP), in 1998 after a family member was diagnosed with cancer, the goal was to discover 
new treatments as a means to improve the quality of life of those living with disease.  The word “accelerate” is one that comes up 
often and best describes this organization and its founders.  Waiting is no longer an option.  Instead, we must do something…
now. 
 
Thank goodness for their refusal to sit by and do nothing because from GPP came Partnership for Cures, established in 2005 as its 
own 501(c)(3) to carry on GPP’s mission through medical research funding efforts.  In 2008, after a review of its research funded 
to date, leadership found that more than others, projects impacting patients were those focused on medical repurposing.  Since 
no other organization was focused solely in this area, its 



 

Cures Within Reach  Website! 

Curious to find out more?  Click on the links below! 

name was formally changed to Cures Within Reach. 
 
It’s truly amazing what Cures Within Reach is doing.  Its success stories 
include: Repurposing a generic vaccine to treat type 1 diabetes; Repur-
posing a transplant drug that saves kids with ALPS (Autoimmune Lym-
phoproliferative Syndrome) and in five other rare pediatric autoim-
mune diseases; Repurposing a device to treat newly diagnosed prostate 
cancer patients; Repurposing a device to treat multiple sclerosis and 
traumatic brain injury patients.  It’s crazy that so few people have heard 
about this organization that is supporting research that can make tre-
mendous advancements in the medical industry.  The core of Cures 
Within Reach is based off of what so many of us want: more options, 
longer lives, better quality of life.  In order to achieve those things, it 
takes funding and someone willing to take a chance on these research-
ers and physicians.  Barbara says its favorite phase to fund is when 
many clinicians are stuck in what she calls the “come back when…” cir-
cle.  They need funding for an amazing idea but are told, “come back when you know the dosing,” “come back when you have 
fifteen patients using it,” “come back when you have a prototype.”  Too many life-changing ideas never see the light of day be-
cause of this.  Yet Cures Within Reach makes it possible to get these projects through phase one, so they can return with the 
things requested to get funding for phase two – funding often found at the NIH, private foundations and from industry. 
 
Speed is the key.  This organization is reaching new heights and laying the groundwork for true change because they are sup-
porting the medical research of treatments already known to be safe and effective, speeding and streamlining the process.  So, 
how can you help?  The biggest impact is through large financial donations, either individually through family offices or corpo-
rate.  If you know a private donor who may have a vested interest in seeing progress in a specific disease, refer them to Cures 
Within Reach.  You can also see if your business would put together a fundraiser to raise money to donate to this worthy cause.  
Lastly, impact often happens when there is a direct affect.  If you know someone who has lost someone or is currently suffering 
from an incurable disease, instead of raising money for a larger organization, make the suggestion to raise money for Cures 
Within Reach so that the money will go towards repurposing of a drug or medical device related to that disease.  This custom-
ized approach allows you to take your wealth or to fundraise money to make sure no one else has to sit back and accept a death 
sentence.  It’s time to empower the powerless by actually doing something about it. 
 
Click on the links below to read more about Cures Within Reach, repurposing, CureAccelerator and to donate. 

Sign Up for CureAccelerator  Here 

Learn More About Drug Repurposing Here 

Click to Donate! 

https://www.cureswithinreach.org/
https://cureaccelerator.org/
http://repurposingdrugs101.com/
https://www.cureswithinreach.org/donate

