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Cardz for Kidz! 

Cardz for Kidz! is a certified nonprofit organization who is dedicated to 

“uplifting spirits, one card at a time.”  They accomplish this by sending 

homemade cards to disheartened children and solemn seniors across the 

globe.  Thanks to the help of countless volunteers, they have currently 

produced handmade cards for more than 90,000 children in over 30 

countries.  They even sent cards to students impacted by the Sandy Hook 

school shooting and the Boston Marathon bombing. 

Founded in 2010, they quickly reached seemingly insurmountable goals 

with the quick support of the community and the dedicated volunteers who work tirelessly to keep the organization 

strong and growing.  They initially began by donating all cards made to Lurie Pediatric Hospital, and in 2011 Cardz for 

Kidz! held its first corporate event at Ogilvy Chicago, with participants making 170+ cards.  By 2012, they had not only 

achieved non-profit status in Illinois but had also generated over 1,750 cards which were delivered to over 10 hospitals.  

In 2013, they surpassed the 5,000 production card mark and doubled that one year later when they surpassed the 

10,000 card mark.  At the start of 2019, they had delivered over 83,000 cards to kids in 35+ different countries.  A big 

part of their success can be attributed to their belief #everycardcounts.  Not only do they track where each card came 

from and where each card goes, but they also ask all hospitals/homes to promise all cards will be delivered room to 

room.  No card gets lost.  Each is placed in the hand of a child or senior, recognizing the extreme value on not only the 

recipient but also on the card itself. 

Their primary source of production is through volunteers.  I had the pleasure of meeting Ike Nwankowo, President and 

Founder, at the 2019 Chicago Volunteer Expo held at the Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum this past February.  He was 

there, like many other organizations, in hopes of gaining more volunteers.  The differ-

ence between Cardz for Kidz! and others present is that Ike didn’t just walk away with 

names, he saw an opportunity to walk away with “product” also!  That’s right.  Not 

only did he and his volunteers encourage people to sign a 

volunteer sign-up sheet, but they also asked if they’d 



take a few minutes to make a difference and make a card or two.  The room 

was packed with people of all ages and backgrounds, sharing stickers and 

markers, united in the goal to bring a smile to kids in need. 

What stands out with this organization is their sensitivity combined with 

awareness.  To be honest, when I first sat down to make a card at the Volun-

teer Expo, I committed the numerous faux pas the organization attempts to 

warn against.  I included phrases like “Keep Fighting!” and “Don’t Give Up!”  

These seem like obvious phrases one might include, but in fact, they are the 

opposite of what is desired.  Why?  Cardz for Kidz! reminds volunteers some 

of these kids are in places they may not bounce back from.  Their journey is 

long, and the future isn’t always known.  Therefore, the goal of Cardz for 

Kidz! is to simply take their mind off their current condition instead of focus-

ing on it.  They offer the advice to pretend you are “making the card for a 

healthy and happy child and you just want to remind them how and why they’re special.”  When doing such, kids receive a 

universal message all children need to hear: You are unique. You are special. You have value.     

Cardz for Kidz! sends this message to a wide range of children and families, far beyond those speaking English.  Their USA loca-

tions alone often request cards in 5+ languages regularly.  In addition, they have hospitals and homes requesting cards from 

12 languages, not including English and Spanish: Arabic (4 Hospitals/Homes), Russian (3 Hospitals/Homes), Romanian (3 Hospi-

tals/Homes), Somali (3 Hospitals/Homes), Vietnamese (2 Hospitals/Homes), Korean (2 Hospitals/Homes), Chinese – Mandarin 

(2 Hospitals/Homes), French (2 Hospitals/Homes), Portuguese (2 Hospitals/Homes), Creole (2 Hospitals/Home), Polish (1 Hos-

pital), and Kinyarwandi (1 Home).   This current list continues to grow leaps and bounds with consistent new requests.  They 

even note how, based on their partnerships here in the USA and in Mexico, it seems they always have a shortage of cards in 

Spanish.  As a result, they are constantly in search of volunteers able to speak/write in a language other than English. 

A big part of their immense success is because they make the act of donating cards a simple one.  Everything is organized and 

executed by outside volunteers.  Meaning, if you want to host a party – you do it!  You don’t need permission, nor do you 

have to work through Cardz for Kidz!  Any group or individual interested is given tips on how to host their event, a list of sug-

gested supplies, and helpful reminders.  For those who don’t see themselves as the creative type, Cardz for Kidz! takes the 

extra step of generating ideas of phrases to use and pictures to go with 

along with them.  It’s that simple.  With their guidance, they eliminate 

all the work from the host, allowing all volunteers to simply have fun.  

After the party, cards are mailed to Cardz for Kidz!, and Ike takes care 

of distributing them.  It’s a perfect set-up for any individual or group 

looking to volunteer.   

While most volunteer groups and organizations don’t do this with the 

intent to be recognized, Cardz for Kidz! recognizes the value in giving 

back.  As a result, they offer many ways for volunteers to benefit from 

this experience themselves.  Cardz for Kidz! encourages card-making 

parties to send in pictures they can share to social media, always keep-

ing a running of “Quarterly Top 10” cards posted on their homepage.  

They also post company participant logos to their website at no cost, 

with zero strings attached.  If you check out their website, you’ll find 

corporations, small businesses, local groups and major universities 

who have all contributed, including globally recognized institutions like 

Capital One, Google, Morning Star, Microsoft, General Motors and the 

University of Michigan.  Their guarantee #everycardcounts, has even 

sparked a bit of a competition, according to Ike.  By tracking where 



each card comes from, volunteers are able to see how 

their card donation tally stacks up compared to the 

number donated by others.  For example, Ike men-

tioned, Capital One is currently making it their goal to 

catch up (and surpass) the hundreds of cards made by 

the combined effort of Independent Artists making cards 

in their free time!  

But making cards isn’t just for corporations, organiza-

tions or other institutions.  Cardz for Kidz! makes a point 

to encourage individuals to contribute as well.  For those 

students or individuals who participate or host card par-

ties, Cardz for Kidz! does an excellent job of listing vari-

ous ways to add this volunteer experience to their re-

sume or LinkedIn profile.   

There’s no doubt, Ike and the rest of the crew at Cardz 

for Kidz! is doing incredible things in the lives of thou-

sands of kids and their families.  The amount of growth 

in the last 8+ years is impressive to say the least.  But, 

it’s important to remember, this organization is depend-

ent on its volunteers, which means, they need you!  Yes, 

you!  Please help Cardz for Kidz! continue to reach new 

goals and expand their global reach by setting aside a few hours to gather with friends or colleagues to contribute.  It doesn’t take 

much to make a difference.  After all, Cardz for Kidz! has proven with the help of some cardstock and googly eyes, you can make 

the world seem a little brighter for kids everywhere.  

 

 

Watch the Cardz for Kidz!  

Video Introduction                  

Here! 

Ready to join the fun? Get 

started Here! 

Cardz! For Kidz!      

Website! 

Learn more about Owner & 

Founder , Ike Nwankowo  

Here! 

Curious to find out more?  Click on the links below! 

Need a little happy in your life?  Cardz! For Kidz! is on it!      

Watch & See! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJgxgMHd26c
https://cardzforkidz.org/how-to/
https://cardzforkidz.org/
https://www.facebook.com/cardzforkidz/videos/185413949068198/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1mmQ6dIZpc&t=4s

